
Prayer to Begin 

• Almighty Father – We ask that you bless us with the gifts of 
knowledge and understanding so that we may listen attentively to 
what is presented here. Grant us the gifts of wisdom and wonder to 
see your handiwork in creation. Take away from us the two-fold 
darkness into which we were born – sin and ignorance. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen

• Our Lady of the Rosary, pray for us.

• St. Thomas Aquinas, pray for us. 

• St. Albert the Great, pray for us.
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Sign in the Sky
September 23, 2017

September 7, 2017

Dr. Kenneth F. and Mrs. Ana Cecilia Klenk

Sioux Falls, SD



Man is Made for the Truth

• Our lives must be oriented to the truth – rational truth and revealed truth
• To ignore the truth or not to pursue the truth is sinful
• Busyness of life is the devil’s cleaver way to keep us from the truth

• Must make time to pursue the truth and must speak the truth
• To say “I am too busy now to pursue truth” or that “truth isn’t important” is a sin 

that most of us are not aware of

• We have given up pursuing truth
• Problem with our culture 
• No truth – no goodness – no beauty

• Must help each other come to a fuller knowledge of the truth
• Truth must be our highest priority!
• Jesus is the Truth; It is why he came into the world – as he said to Pilate!
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How this work was initiated

• Read newspaper article 
• September 23, 2017 event seems to correspond to the sign in Revelation 

Chapter 12

• Wanted to check this out to see for myself
• Asked an old astronomer friend for a program to use

• Recommended Stellarium (free download from the internet)

• Able to look at stars and planets from different locations and different times and at 
different resolutions

• Studied the September 23, 2017 event and the Christmas star
• To investigate the validity of the claims
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Psalm 19: 1-5

• The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky proclaims it builder’s 
craft

• One day to the next conveys that message; one night to the next 
imparts that knowledge

• There is no word or sound; no voice is heard

• Yet their report goes forth through all the earth, their message, to the 
ends of the world
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This psalm says that the heavens speak to us!



Topics to be Addressed

• Short Astronomy Tutorial

• Bethlehem Star

• September 23, 2017 Sign

• Signs at Fatima in 1917

• Another Sign from Revelation

• Parting Shots from Fatima
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Short Astronomy Tutorial
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Exploring the Heavens

• The universe is unbelievably big
• There are more than 1024 stars in our universe that’s 

1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 stars

• 13.8 billion light years across universe

• Only about 9,000 stars are visible to the naked eye of man 

Fortunately, we will be talking only about this domain
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Looking at the Sky

• Daytime sky
• Sun
• Moon
• Clouds
• Scattered light from the sun
• Meteors (i.e. rain, snow. hail)

• Nighttime sky
• Moon
• Stars
• Clouds
• No scattered light from the sun but only from the moon
• Scattered light from towns and cities
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Solar System

• Sun and the planets

• Planets orbit in a plane 

• Planets will follow a path in 
the sky

• Sun also on this path

• Moon has more movement  
outside the plane
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Stellarium Screen Shot: Showing how planets, moon 
and sun follow path through the sky. Atmospheric 
scattering is turned off. 



Planets – Wandering Stars

• Orbits of the planets
• Mercury – 3 months
• Venus – 7.5 months
• Earth – 1 year
• Mars – about 2 years
• Jupiter – almost 12 years

• Orbit Inclination to Ecliptic
• Mercury – 7o

• Venus – 3o 23’
• Mars – 1o 51’
• Jupiter – 1o 19’
• Moon – 5o 9’
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• The planets move along the 
equatorial orbits around sun –
• all the planet orbits are on a 

plane to a large degree

• The earth is the third planet 
from the sun
• Mercury and Venus orbits are 

inside the Earth’s
• Mars, Jupiter and other planets 

are outside

• The planets were known as 
wandering stars by ancient 
astronomers 
• The stars have fixed positions in 

the sky
• The planets ‘wander’ around 

the sky



Constellations
• Constellations are groups of stars

• Visible to naked eye

• Called constellations (like the Big 
Dipper – Ursa Major) 
• There are 12 constellations in the 

Zodiac  (used in Astrology)

• We will be looking at Leo and Virgo
• Leo is a lion

• Virgo is a virgin
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Conjunctions

• When two objects come close to each other in the sky - conjunction
• For example, two planets come extremely close

• How do you express the separation between objects?
• Degrees (360o in a circle)
• Minutes (60’ in a degree; 21,600’ in a circle)
• Seconds (60” in a minute; 3,600 seconds in a degree; 1,296,000 seconds in a 

circle)

• How big is Jupiter’s diameter as seen from the Earth? Between 30 and 
50”

• So if Jupiter and Venus are only ½ ‘ apart - as close as possible 
without overlapping
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Retrograde Motion for Mars - Illustrations 

The motion of the Earth and Mars at successive times in their orbit and where Mars appears to be from 
an observer on Earth with respect to the fixed stars. 

Illustration 1 Illustration 2
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Retrograde 
Motion in Field of 
Fixed Stars
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The Bethlehem Star
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St. Matthew – Chapter 2 – The Magi 

1. Magi came from the East

2. We have seen his star in the East; we have come to worship him

3. King Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him

4. Chief priests and Scribes – where the Christ was to be born?

5. In Bethlehem of Judea

6. And thou, Bethlehem, of the land of Juda, art by no means least 
among the princes of Juda; for from thee shall come forth a leader 
who shall rule my people Israel
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St. Matthew –The Magi (continued)

7. Herod with Magi secretly – ascertained the time when the star had 
appeared

8. Go to Bethlehem and when you have found him bring me word

9. Went their way. Behold the star that they had seen went before 
them – UNTIL IT CAME AND STOOD OVER THE PLACE WHERE THE 
CHILD WAS

10. When they saw the star they rejoiced exceedingly

11. They found the child with Mary; offered gifts

12. Warned in a dream not to return to Herod; went back another way
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Symbolism

• Jupiter is considered the King planet

• Regulus is the brightest star in the Leo constellation

• Regulus means King

• Leo is a lion; the lion symbolizes the tribe of Judah
• The Jewish King is to come from the line of Judah

• Jesus is Son of David and born of the tribe of Juda

• Venus is typically a woman in various mythologies
• In the bible called - the queen of heaven 

• Discussion in Jeremiah - Assyro-Babylonian Ishtar – goddess of fertility – was identified 
with the planet Venus
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Phenomena - Years 3 to 2 B.C. 
Year 3 B.C.

• August 12  Jupiter and Venus Conjunction (Extremely close - 4.3’ minimum; 10.7’ when 
visible) – morning stars

• September 14 Regulus and Jupiter – First conjunction 

• November 30 Jupiter stops to begin to retrograde motion. It will loop around Regulus

Year 2 B.C.

• February 15 Second Regulus-Jupiter conjunction 

• March 26 Jupiter stops its retrograde motion 

• May 9 Third Regulus-Jupiter conjunction – evening stars

• June 17 Second Venus-Jupiter conjunction (PERFECT – 35.3”) – evening stars
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All this takes about 10 months – May have inspired Magi to begin 
their journey to Jerusalem



9/7/2017

Two-days before the Venus/Jupiter Conjunction – Just before Sunrise
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Venus/Jupiter Conjunction – Just before Sunrise on August 12, 3 BC
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September 14, 3 BC – First Jupiter Regulus Conjunction
View at 4:32 am 
Jupiter altitude is 30.2o
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November 30, 3 BC - Jupiter begins its retrograde motion
View at 3:53 am in the morning. 
Regulus at 80o altitude.
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February 15, 2 BC – Second Jupiter Regulus Conjunction
View at 10:47 PM. 
Jupiter altitude is  80.3o .
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March 26, 2 BC – Jupiter Stops Retrograde Motion
View at 8:03 pm
Jupiter altitude is 81.0o
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May 9, 2 BC – Third Jupiter Regulus Conjunction
View at 7:27 pm
Jupiter altitude is 60o
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June 14, 2 BC – 2 Days before the Great Jupiter-Venus Conjunction
View at 7:27 pm – Close to sunset – Evening stars
Jupiter elevation is 19.5o
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June 17, 2 BC
Telescopic View of Second Venus-
Jupiter Conjunction (35.2”) – As  
close as you can get without 
occulting



Complete 
Retrograde 
Orbit around 
Regulus
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Following Jupiter Past Remarkable 10 Months

• Suppose the Magi are witnessing the heavens these last 10 months

• The Magi plan their trip and journey to Jerusalem (takes several months)

• During this time (June – December) – not much is happening in heavens
• Jupiter disappears from the visible heavens by mid-July
• By September it is making it ways back as a morning star
• In October Jupiter and Venus pass each other but the conjunction is not very close (2 

degrees) – morning stars

• The Magi arrive in Jerusalem and Herod sends them to Bethlehem which is 
directly south of Jerusalem (approximately 5 miles)

• By December 25, 2 BC – Jupiter stars another retrograde motion (actual date of 
precise beginning in Dec. 27) – so it ‘stops’ in its path among the fixed stars

• Now look and see what happens!  (next several images)
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Star Leading from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
Almost 11 pm
Jupiter is rising in East
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Star Leading from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
Almost  1 am
Jupiter continues to ascend
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Star Leading from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
Almost  3 am
Jupiter continues to ascend
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Star Leading from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
At 4:45 am
Jupiter reaches its zenith (highest point in the sky)
It is directly over Bethlehem which is south of Jerusalem
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Star Leading from Jerusalem to Bethlehem
6.45 am
Jupiter disappears from heavens as sun rises



Summary Bethlehem Star

• First – Jupiter conjunction with Venus (8/12 3 BC ; 4.3’)

• Second – Jupiter conjunction with Regulus (9/14 3 BC) accompanies

• Third – Jupiter makes a ‘halo’ around Regulus due to its retrograde 
motion

• Fourth – Jupiter conjunction again with Venus (6/17 2 BC; 0.6’ )

• Fifth – Jupiter begin next retrograde by ‘stopping’ around 12/25 - 2BC 
with Jupiter being in the south at its zenith (looking from Jerusalem 
the planet would be over Bethlehem)
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How Often Does This Happen? 
• Retrograde motion of Jupiter – circling Regulus

• Jupiter will have retrograde around Regulus once every 36 years

• Found 57 retrogrades around Regulus in 1969 years (between 2 BC and 1967) 

which is 1.04/36 years

• Jupiter and Venus conjunctions before and after the Jupiter 
retrograde around Regulus
• Venus and Jupiter have near conjunctions before and after but most are not 

very close (more than 30’)
• . The J/V Conjunctions for 2 BC are very close together (1/2 minute (35”) and 4 ¼ minute)
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The length of the retrograde motion compared to the length of the orbit between retrogrades is 1:3



Conjunctions of Venus and Jupiter
Before and After Jupiter Regulus Retrograde

Date 1st Conjunction 2nd Conjunction

82-83 11’ 33’

342-343 30’ 8’

508-509 8’ 19’

591-592 7’ 32’

1101-1102 2’ 29’

1611-1612 2.5’ 23.5’

1718-1719 1.5’ 11.5’

3 BC – 2 BC 4.3’ 0.5’
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The 3-2 BC event has both conjunctions extremely close with the 2nd one being just PERFECT



Woman Clothed with the Sun 
Revelation 12:1-2
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Newspaper Article – Author Patrick Archbold

• November 20, 2016 – astronomical event begins  with Jupiter entering midsection of Virgo
• Day the year of mercy comes to an end 
• Day before feast of Christ the King
• Will last nine and a half months
• Jupiter in the constellation Virgo

• September 23, 2017 – Sign of Revelation 12
• At that time Virgo rises with the sun, the moon is at her feet
• Leo above Virgo has nine stars and three planets (12 stars) 

• Mentions: – Sacred Heart and King of France
• Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque – apparitions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
• June 17, 1689  - asked King to publicly consecrate France to the Sacred Heart 
• He did not – 100 years to the day - the French Revolution

• Similarity to Fatima
• In 1929, Our Lady appeared to Sister Lucia (S.L.) and asked for consecration of Russia (12 years after Fatima)
• August 1931, Our Lord appeared to S.L. and “complained the requests of His mother had not been heeded” 
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* Appeared in the 10/29/2015 issue of Remnant newspaper



Revelation (Apocalypse) – Chapter 12: 1-2

“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon was under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars. And 

being with child, she cried out in her travail and was in the anguish of delivery.”
Significant Aspects of the Sign Reflected in Heavenly Objects

• Woman
• Clothed with the sun
• Moon at her feet

• Crown of twelve stars
• Being with child

Aspects not Reflected
• Crying out in her travail
• In the anguish of delivery
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In Catholic imagery, Mary is 
often shown illuminated by the 
sun with the moon at her feet 
and having a crown of twelve 
stars. 

Left: Our Lady of Guadalupe 
who is wearing a ribbon 
around her waist indicating 
pregnancy; her vestment 
reflects the constellation in the 
sky 

Right: Our Lady of the 
Miraculous Medal is shown 
with rays coming from her 
hands as also was seen at 
Fatima.
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Retrograde Motion of Jupiter (2014 to 2018)

Path of Jupiter showing four retrogrades over the course of about four years; each retrograde motion takes about 3 ¾  
months; total time spent within the loop is 9 ½ to 10 months. Several constellations are shown – can you find Virgo and Leo? 9/7/2017
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Retrograde Motion 
of Jupiter in Virgo 
in 2017: 
Showing Jupiter out 
of  the ‘loop’ on 
9/7/2017

Jupiter’s motion is 
from the right side 
to the left. 

Begins retrograde 
on 2/6/2017 and 
ends the retrograde 
on 6/6/2017. 

Enter the ‘loop’ on 
11/10/16 and exits 
‘loop’ on 9/6/2017



Beginning of Retrograde Motion – 2/6/2017

Jupiter

Virgo Constellation

Jupiter begins its retrograde motion on February 6, 2017

This is an image 
from the program 
Stellarium. The 
yellow lines are 
traces of the 
paths of different 
objects. Jupiter’s 
path is shown in 
the middle of the 
image. 
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Beginning of Retrograde Motion Feb. 6, 2017
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End of Retrograde Motion – June 9, 2017
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Retrograde Motion of Jupiter 2017

• Jupiter Retrograde in 2017
• Begins on February 6, 2017

• Ends on June 9, 2017

• This defines the end points of a loop that the planet orbit makes

• Loop represents time the planet is within the region defined by beginning and 
end of the retrograde motion

• Entered the loop on November 10, 2016

• Exits the loop on September 6, 2017

• Total time in loop is 9 months and 26 days or 300 days
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Back to September 23, 2017

• We have seen
• Jupiter has been in the Virgo constellation - in the loop defined by its 

retrograde motion - for 300 days – it exited the loop on September 6

• In September Virgo with be illuminated by the Sun and rising with it
• From about September 16 to October 7 the Sun and Virgo will be together; the Sun in 

the upper half of Virgo. 

• On September 23, the moon will be at her feet

• Also three planets will enter the Leo constellation
• There are nine major stars that make up the Leo constellation

• Adding the 3 planets, there are a total of 12 stars
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Image at right show the constellation Leo with its 
nine stars and the 3 planets Venus, Mars and 
Mercury on September 23, 2017 

Venus enters Leo on 9/20 and exits with on 10/7

Mercury enters Leo on 9/8 and exits 9/25

Mars enters Leo of 9/3 and exits on 10/7

Mars and Venus are in conjunction when they exit 
Leo

On September 23 Mercury, Mars and Venus are not 
only together in Leo but almost evenly spaced as if 
they were arranged on a crown of stars.

All the planets are nearly totally illuminated
Venus is at 89%
Mars is at 99%
Mercury is at 87% (at the beginning of September 
was only 10% illumined)
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9/7/2017

Showing Virgo with the Sun and the Moon approaching her feet – 9/19, 9/21, 9/22
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Showing  the 
moon reaching 
the point of 
being at the feet 
of Virgo on 9/23 
and showing 
where the moon 
is on the next 
day. 



At noon at Fatima, Portugal on September 23

(1) Virgo with sun over her shoulder
(2) Moon at the feet of the constellation
(3) Jupiter exiting the mid-section of Virgo
(4) Leo (9 stars) and 3 planets with high luminosity

Seems to correspond well to the sign described in Revelation 12: 1-2

• The crown of twelve stars may be seen with the naked eye before 
dawn on the 23rd. 

• But the sun will rise just afterwards
• So the constellation Virgo and Jupiter will not be visible and 

maybe not even the moon which will be a new moon

Note concerning Fatima: At the fifth apparition (September 13) 
there was a miracle where:  “Other signs were reported on this day. 
There was a sudden cooling of the air; and the sun was dimmed, so 
much so that thousands of people could see the stars even though it 
was mid-day. Also there was a rain of iridescent petals that vanished 
upon reaching the ground”.

9/7/2017



How often does this configuration happen?

• The Virgo constellation rises with the sun at her back every year

• Jupiter is doing retrograde motion within Virgo
• The retrograde needs to occur between roughly Heze and Minelauva in Virgo which extends 10.5o in the sky
• The retrograde ‘loop’ extends approximately 8o in the sky
• So for the retrograde ‘loop’ to be within the Heze/Minelauva midsection the center needs to be within 1.25o of the midpoint 

for a total of 2.5o

• Since Jupiter makes a 360o orbit around the sky, the probability is 2.5/360 or 1/144. 

• To have the three planets (Venus, Mars and Mercury) positioned in Leo has a probability of 1/55.25
• Twice every 6 to 7 years, Mercury is in Leo when the Sun is in Virgo between her head and her waist (e.g. 1/3.25)
• Venus is in Leo in the early September to early October, once every 3 years
• Mars will be in Leo for three consecutive years each 17 year internal (i.e. probability of 3/17)
• So the probability of all three planets in Leo (at the time the Sun is at Virgo upper half) is 3/165.75 or 1/55.25

• The Jupiter retrograde in Virgo midsection and the three planets in Leo have a combined probability of once 
in 7,956 years

• The proximity of the moon to the ‘feet’ of the Virgin – occurs very close in 2017 but is normally many 
degrees further away up to 9o further away.
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The Moon at Her Feet

• Due to the change in the moon’s orbit, the plane of the orbit moves 

• The closeness of the moon to the feet of Virgo varies by about 100

• The September 23, 2017 configuration has the moon close to the left 
foot of Virgo 
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Summary of September 23 Event

• September 23, 2017 configuration
• Closely resembles the ‘sign’ of Revelation

• Probability of occurrence is greater than once in 8,000 years

• More unusual than the configurations around the Bethlehem Star
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Sign of the Red Dragon – Revelation 12:3-4
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What do we need to look for? 

And another sign was seen in heaven, and behold, a great red dragon 
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads seven diadems. 

And his tail was dragging along the third part of the stars of heaven; 
and the dragon stood before the woman who was about to bring forth, 

that when she had brought forth he might devour the son. 

• Great Red Dragon

• Seven Heads with seven diadems

• Ten Horns

• Tail dragging a third part of the stars of heaven

• Dragon stood before the woman
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What about Revelation 12: 3-4?

What could be the dragon? 

• Constellations:
• Draco (Dragon); 
• Serpens (Serpent)
• Hydra (Water snake) 
• Hydra combined with Corvus and Crater

• What could be the ‘dragon stood before the woman’
• Hydra, Corvus and Crater – are positioned at ‘womb’ of Virgo

• What could be the seven heads and seven diadems? And ten horn?
• Together end of Hydra, Corvus and Crater could be seen to represent

• What could be the third part of the stars of heaven?  
• Perhaps an intense meteor shower from Leo
• Hydra tail in ideal position 
• thought to represent the leadership of the Church – priests, bishops, etc.

• What about the color Red? 
• Communism’s color
• Nothing found in the heavens that would lend the color red to the sign 
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Meteor Showers
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Leonids Meteor Showers – Mid-November

• Shooting stars – meteors

• Normally there are about 2-8 meteors per hour

• Shower is an event in which there are many meteors originating from the same area in the sky
• When earth passes through the tail of a comet
• Dust left by the comet causes meteor showers
• Originate from a small part of the sky

• Several well-known showers 
• Leonids – seen in the Leo constellation – originates from the comet Temple-Tuttle – seen in November
• Others are Perseid, Lyrids, Quadrantid, Draconids, etc. 
• If earth’s orbit pass through the middle of the tail of comet– intense shower
• In 1833, Leonid shower was intense – over 1000 meteors in an hour 

• So impressive it led to a spiritual revival in the US

• Temple-Tuttle’s orbit is 33 ½ years: 1799, 1833, 1866, 1899, 1933, 1966, 1999, 2032
• Not expected to be significant in 2017
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Leonid Meteor Shower of 1833

November 12- 13, 1833: Intense meteor shower was observed 
particularly in the United States. 
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Leonids
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This figure shows the earth’s orbital path (in blue) and the places where the comet passed in the years 
when the comet came close to the orbit of the earth. The comet leaves a trail of dust on each orbit which 
is about 33 ½ years. When the earth passes through the dust there is a meteor shower. In this particular 
year, i.e. 2001, the earth passes through the dust clouds left by the 1766  1866 and 1699 comet tail and 
then through the 1866 and 1699 comet tails. It take about 4 hours for the earth to pass through one of 
these comet tails. The comet tail dust is only diffused by the radiation pressure of the E&M radiation from 
the sun. 



Earth orbit 
through the 
comet dust trails 
and intensity of 
meteor showers 
for the years 1998 
to 2002
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NASA studied the Leonid meteor showers 
for five years using high altitude aircraft. The 
intensity of the meteor shower over the 
course of 3 days from Nov. 17 to Nov. 19 was 
measured. To the right you can see the 
intensity and time of the meteor showers 
and how they differ from year to year.  



Ark of the Covenant – Blessed Virgin Mary

• Look at what Revelations says just before its says a ‘great sign appeared in 
heaven’
“And the temple of God in heaven was opened, and there was seen the ark 
of his covenant in his temple, and there came flashes of lightning, and peals 

of thunder, and an earthquake, and great hail.” 
Apocalypse 11: 19

• The BVM, of course, is the Ark of the New Covenant
• So the sign corresponds to “the temple of God in heaven begin opened”
• Perhaps the sign will be preceded or accompanied by “flashes of lightning , 

and peals of thunder, and an earthquake, and great hail”
• Our Lady’s appearances at Fatima were proceeded by “flashes of light”
• Much to contemplate!
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And I Saw a Sign in Heaven – Three Times

• Three times St. John says – he “saw a sign in heaven”
• First time - a woman clothed with the sun (Chapter 12:1-2)

• Second time – a great red dragon (Chapter 12: 3-4)

• Third time – seven angels with seven bowls  (Chapter 15:1)

“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having 
the seven last plagues. For in them has been completed the wrath of God”
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Virgin Mary at Fatima 
1917-2017  

100th Anniversary
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September 23 and the 100th Anniversary
• The apparitions at Fatima, Portugal in 1917

• To 3 children of ages 7, 9 and 10
• Jacinta, Francisco and Lucia

• On the 13th of month from May to October (6 times)

• Preceded by apparitions of the Angel of Portugal 

• August 13th apparition was delayed until August 19 

• Our Lady of Fatima called herself Our Lady of the Rosary

• October 7 is Feast of the Our Lady of the Rosary (originally Our Lady of Victory 
for the decisive defeat of the Turks at the Battle of Lepanto 1571)

• The September 23 event is
• 3 weeks before the 100th anniversary of the last apparition at Fatima

• When the Miracle of the Sun was observed by 70,000 persons
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Connection of Sept. 23 Event to Fatima

1. Sept. 23 event occurs during the 100th anniversary of the Fatima 
apparitions (May 13, 2017 to October 13, 2017)

2. Our Lady at Fatima has been connected to the Woman Clothed with 
the Sun by Sister Lucia and several popes

3. Great Fatima miracle was manifested as a sign in the sky and was 
visible to crowd of 70,000
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Revelation and Fatima

• A Woman Clothed with the Sun
• “It was a Lady dressed all in white, more brilliant than the sun, shedding rays of light 

clearer and stronger than a crystal glass filled with the most sparkling water and 
pierced by the burning rays of the sun”   - SL about Our Lady

• Revelation Chapter 12:1-4
• Linked to Fatima by

• Pope Paul VI (May 13, 1976)
• Apostolic letter Signum magnum – equated the woman clothed with the sun to the BVM

• St. Pope John Paul II (May 13, 2000)
• “A woman clothed with the sun” came down from Heaven to this earth to visit the privileged 

children of the Father”
• “Another portent appeared in the Heaven; behold, a great red dragon”. These words…make us think 

of the great struggle between good and evil…”
• Many persons with knowledge of third secret say it treats of a great apostasy at the highest 

levels of the church
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A Sign in the Sky – Miracle of the Sun

• Miracle of the Sun  - occurred during last apparition at Fatima – October 13, 1917

• A public miracle without precedent in Marian apparitions!

• Had been raining – clouds dispersed and sky was clear

• The crowds
• Could look on the sun with ease; 
• Fading and glowing; throwing shafts of multi-colored light
• Painting everything in colors
• Sun starting spinning; Then sun started dancing until it seemed to loosen itself from the sky and starting 

falling; then it stopped and went back to its normal place and the miracle ended
• Everything was dry 

• The three shepherd children:
• On Left of Sun - St. Joseph holding Child Jesus – blessing the world
• On Right of Sun – Our Lady of the Rosary in blue and white robe
• Then Lucia saw Our Lord in red as the Divine Redeemer and next to him Our Lady of Sorrows in purple; and 

then as in brown as Our Lady of Mount Carmel

• Reported in newspapers the following day
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The Secret with Three Parts

• Fatima was characterized by three secrets which the BVM told the children
• Revealed at the 3rd apparition on July 13, 1917
• The shepherd children were tested by the Chief Magistrate (Artur Oliveira Santos) – kidnaped, imprisoned and 

threatened with death in August 1917 – but did not reveal the secrets of the BVM
• First two secrets are known – revealed in 1927 – Sister Lucia given permission while in prayer in the Tuy

convent
• Third secret was written down in 1944 by Sister Lucia 

• Third Secret
• Given to the Bishop of Leiria (Fatima) with specific instruction that it be revealed to all the Church in 1960 or 

at SL’s death whichever came first (1960 came first)
• In 1957 – Vatican required Diocese of Leiria to give them all the writings of S.L. 

• including the third secret – still not opened at this time
• The third secret was not revealed in 1960 by Rome

• It was not until 2000 (40 years later) when the third secret was revealed by Cardinal Bertone at the direction 
of Pope John Paul II. 

• Did not contain the expected “In Portugal, the dogma of the faith will always be preserved…..”

• It is believed by many Fatima experts that the contents of the third secret – not completely revealed
• That it speaks of an apostasy at the highest levels in the Church
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The Three Secrets

• First part:  The vision of hell
• demons and souls; 
• demons were terrifying and repulsive; 
• groans of pain and despair; 
• Children consoled by promise in first apparition that they would go to heaven.
• Our Lady then explained to the children, "You have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners go."

• Second part: Establish devotion to Immaculate Heart of Mary
• second world war if people don’t stop offending God; 
• during Pontificate of Pius XI; preceded by unknown light in night sky; 
• BVM will come to ask for consecration of Russia and Communion of reparation of first Saturdays;
• good will be martyred and Holy Father will have much to suffer;
• Holy Father will consecrate Russia and she will be converted and peace will be granted to world

• Third: “In Portugal, the dogma of the faith will always be preserved ……” (Sister Lucia’s 4th

memoir)
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Fatima Prediction: Another Sign in the Sky

But if they do not stop offending God, another and worse war 

will break out in the reign of Pius XI. When you see a night 

illumined by an unknown light, know that it is the great sign that 

God gives you, that He is going to punish the world for its 

crimes by means of war, hunger, persecution of the Church and 

of the Holy Father.  (Second Secret)

• BVM predicted an unknown light in the sky 
• To announce ‘war, hunger and persecution of the Church and the Holy Father’

• Pius XI reigned from February 6, 1922 to February 10, 1939
• Unknown light appeared the evening of January 25, 1938 – thought to be an Aurora Borealis

• When it happened SL immediately said this was the sign the BVM has indicated
• Plot for Russia to jointly (with Germany) invade Poland happened on this date

9/7/2017



9/7/2017



Consecration of Russia?
When did the BVM ask for the consecration of Russia? 

• In 1917, she said that she would come back to ask for the consecration of Russia
• Was amazing since Fatima’s last apparition occurred just before the Bolshevik revolution 

• Famous Tuy vision of Sister Lucia on June 13, 1929
• ‘the moment has come for the consecration of Russia’ said the BVM

• In 1931, Our Lord appear to Sister Lucia asking why the consecration had not been done
• Similar situation to when Our Lord asked the King of France to consecrate France to the Sacred Heart. It 

wasn’t done. 100 year to the date afterwards – the French Revolution occurred. 
• Could this be the date from which to start counting 100 years if Fatima request is to correspond to that of the 

Sacred Heart? 

• The request for the consecration of Russia
• Not done immediately and not done as the BVM asked
• To be done by Pope in union with the Bishops of the world
• St. JPII – ‘act of entrustment’ of the world including a oblique reference to those whose entrustment the BVM 

awaits
• Generally stated (based on Cardinal Bertone’s statements) that consecration was done in 1984 and total third 

secret revealed. 
• Many do not believe that consecration was done as BVM asked or full third secret has been revealed
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Other Interesting Facts

• Sept. 23 occurs on a Saturday 
• day of the week dedicated to Our Lady in the Church’s liturgy

• St. Padre Pio Feast Day
• Padre Pio was cured in 1959 when the pilgrim statue of Our Lady of Fatima 

went to San Giovanni Rotondo
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Interesting Events 2017
Anniversaries of our Church

• 100th anniversary of Fatima (May 13 – October 13)

• 400th anniversary of the death of St. Rose of Lima (August 24 ,1617)

Anniversaries of Great Modern Heresies

• 100th anniversary of  Communism - the Bolshevik Revolution (began Oct. 25, 1917)
• Pius XI – Divini Redmptoris
• Leo XIII – Quod Apostolici Muneris

• 300th anniversary of Freemasonry (June 24)
• Leo XIII -

• 500th anniversary of Protestant Revolution - Luther (celebrated on October 31, Halloween)
• Council of Trent

Celebrations

• September 21 – U.N. International Day of Peace* (Motto: Together for Peace, Respect, Safety and Dignity)

Celestial Events (2017)

• Lunar Eclipse (August 7-8) in Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia

• Solar Eclipse (August 21) across U.S.

• Sign in heavens like that of Revelations 12 - September 23

• Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun at Fatima – 100 years - October 13
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What must we do?
Read Book of Revelation

• “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep the things that are 
written therein; for the time is at hand” Rev. 1:3 (Douay-Rheims)

• “Happy are those who treasure the prophetic message of this book” Rev. 22:7 (New Jerusalem Bible)

Our Lady at Fatima prescribed solution:

• Pray the rosary daily
• Adding prayer that Our Lady requested – “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins…….”
• Recommend as a family
• For peace in our lives and in the world
• Encourage others to do the same

• Offer your daily sufferings and special sacrifices/penances
• For reparation for offenses to Jesus and Mary
• For the conversion of sinners
• For the conversion of Russia and everywhere where she has spread her errors

• Make the First Saturdays
• For graces at the moment of our death and necessary for salvation
• Confess, receive Holy Communion, meditate 15 minutes on the 15 mysteries of the rosary and recite the Rosary
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